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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, IL 61920
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director
HOME: (217) 345-4166

OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

LINEBACKERS
(Last in a Series)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL.--Pardon the expression, but Eastern Illinois
University's linebackers will be led by an 'old man'.
Age, of course, is all relative but inside 'backer Bill Cochrane (Lake
Zurich), who will turn 26 early in the season, has a few years on his
teammates.

More importantly that translates into the coaching staff

having confidence in Cochrane's abilities to call defensive signals.
"Bill will start at one of the inside spots," says Sheldon Herd, who
coaches the inside linebackers.

"He's strong and aggressive, and has the

intelligence to handle calling signals."
Cochrane decided to return to college after working as a paramedic
following graduation from Lake Zurich HS.

Although hampered by an injury

all of last season, he still managed to start all but one game finishing
with 77 tackles, fourth best on the team.
The other inside spot will be filled by either sophomore Jeff Mills
(Winnetka-New Trier) or senior Dan Polewski (Dolton-Thornridge/Thornton

cc) .
"Mills was hurt in the spring so Polewski got a lot of reps in
practice.

It was his first time at linebacker, and he had a good spring

and put himself into position to seriously challenge Jeff this fall," Herd
said.
Backups are redshirt freshman Jerome Covington (Chicago-Morgan Park)
and JCer Bob Wilson (Long Beach, CA-Brethren/Long Beach CC). "Both got
better as spring went on," says Herd.
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"Anytime during a game these five could play, and that's no
exaggeration," says Herd, "because some have strengths that will apply to
certain situations

.depending whether or not we're blitzing or in man

coverage."
Dana Chambers, who coaches the outside linebackers, is confident his
starters will be Rick Ziemann (San Diego, CA-Mesa/Mesa CC) and Mike
Briscoe (Minooka-Joliet JC).
"Rick is the steadiest outside 'backer while Briscoe is very physical
and intense," said Chambers.

"He originally came in as a walkon but

picked things up so quickly he's developed into a starter."
Ziemann started at outside linebacker the last six games last season
and picked up four QB sacks and 38 tackles.
"It was really an adjustment for him when he transferred in last year
and he got down on himself early but really came on late.

He can play

equally well against the pass and the run," Chambers said.
"It's still up in the air as to who the backups will be.

Right now

Raymond Brown (Detroit, MI-King) and George Boykin (Chicago-Vocational)
are the two most likely."
Both are redshirt freshmen with Brown labeled stronger against the
pass than the run.
Freshmen include Charleston's Jeff Oetting, Dimitri Stewart (Detroit,
MI-Chadsey) and Tom Mulchrone (Chicago-St. Rita)
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